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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF ASOTIN

IN RE THE MATTER OF THE RESPONSE

BY ASOTIN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

IN WASHINGTON STATE

Emergency Order:

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER
REGARDING UNLAWFUL DETAINER
ACTIONS AND THE EVICTION
RESOLUTION PROGRAM (ERP)

Effective August 24, 2021 through June 30, 2023

This matter comes before the Court again on the COVID-19 public health emergency in

Washington State.

Incorporated by reference are all Asotin County Superior Court Emergency Orders,

Supreme Court Orders related to the public health emergency and court operations

(specifically including Order No. 25700-B-639 authorizing the Eviction Resolution

Program in Superior Courts, dated and filed on September 9, 2020), Washington

State Department of Health orders, Asotin County Department of Health orders and

directives that may impact Court operations, as well as any relevant Proclamations by

Governor Inslee.
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Findings. It is recognized that:

A. Since late February 2020, the COVID-19 public health and economic crisis have
combined to cause great health, social, and economic harm to the people of the
state of Washington, rendering many thousands unable to meet basic living
expenses, including but not limited to rent expenses.

B. Responding to the public health and economic emergency, on March 18, 2020,
Governor Inslee issued Proclamation No. 20-19 imposing a moratorium on most
residential evictions in Washington State. This Proclamation was renewed and the
eviction moratorium was extended on multiple occasions. The most recent extension
(Proclamation 20-19.6) expired June 30, 2021 pursuant to ch.115, Laws of 2021,
sec. 4(1). Governor Inslee then issued his Bridge Proclamation 21-09 on June 29,
2021.

C. Anticipating significant numbers of unlawful detainer filings upon the expiration of the
Governor’s eviction moratorium, in 2020 the Superior Court Judges’ Association
(SCJA) asked its Unlawful Detainer Work Group to develop a means of diverting
nonpayment of rent cases away from the courts and into a collaborative resolution
process that brings together landlords and their attorneys, tenants, legal aid and
housing justice projects, administrators of state and local rent assistance programs,
and trained eviction resolution specialists employed by community-based dispute
resolution centers. The pre-5160 SCJA Pilot Eviction Resolution Programs (ERPSs)
and related operating protocols were established in King, Snohomish, Pierce,
Thurston, Clark, and Spokane Counties, and conciliation and/or mediation services
commenced in November 2020.

D. Current estimates indicate that more than 220,000 individual households are
currently in rent arrears and face the prospect of potential eviction after the current
bridge moratorium expires.

E. On April 22, 2021, Governor Inslee signed Engrossed Second Substitute Senate
Bill 5160 into law (ch.115, Laws of 2021) which took effect that day. This
legislation substantially changes the law governing landlord-tenant relations,
generally prevents eviction for failure to pay unpaid rents accrued during the
Governor’s eviction moratorium, changes unlawful detainer practice and
procedure, provides statewide authorization and support for court-established

Eviction Resolution Pilot Programs (ERPP) beyond the initial six pilot programs







