Puncture vine
Tribulus terrestris

[bookmark: _GoBack]This scourge of Asotin County has intrigued humans for thousands of years. It’s common names include; bull’s head, cat’s head, devil’s thorn, ground bur, Mexican sandbur, goat head, and (my favorite from Madagascar), “common dubbeltjie”.  Herbal lore has credited it with many medicinal properties, including its usage as an aphrodisiac.  

Puncture vine is currently in full bloom and is easy to identify.  Its prostrate spreading stems reach 1 to 5 feet from the base.  The five petaled flowers are small and yellow and are nestled in the leaf axils.  The seed burs (goatheads) are produced from July through October.  At maturity, the seeds break into tack-like structures with sharp spines.  These spiny burs decrease the value of hay and can be injurious to livestock.  

Puncture vine is competitive with other plants because its divided taproot allows it to take advantage of low moisture conditions.  Additionally, the seeds can remain dormant in the soil for up to 5 years awaiting perfect growing conditions.

Its sharp burs make this weed a common hitchhiker on animals and vehicles.  It has been a constant reminder that invasive weeds are everyone’s problem.
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