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Myrtle Spurge
Euphorbia myrsinites

Description: Myrtle spurge is a perennial forb with fleshy stems spreading low to the ground. Mature plants spread up to 18 inches across and 4-6 inches in height.  Leaves grow alternately in spirals around the stems.  The plant is blue-green in color.  Although the flowers are inconspicuous they are subtended by a showy yellowish green bract that is easy to spot.  The leaves, stems and roots all exude a milky latex sap.  This sap can cause severe skin irritation in some individuals and may cause blindness if it comes in contact with your eyes.  It causes nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea when ingested.  This plant is popular as a deer proof, xeriscape plant.  It reproduces by seed and plant parts.  In Asotin County it is unclear whether the remote infestations have been started by seed or plant parts.   

Habitat:  Myrtle spurge is popular as a hardy ornamental that does well in dry, sandy soils.  It can grow in well-drained to moist soils with either full or partial sun.  

Mechanical:  Small infestations can be dug or pulled.  This procedure must be continued for many years before the plant can be eradicated.

Biological:  None known

Fire:  Unknown

Cultural control:

Fertilizer:  Unknown

Chemical: These chemical recommendations are for noncropland areas and are summarized from the “Pacific Northwest Weed Management Handbook – 2003”.  These recommendations are not intended to be a complete resource guide.  Label requirements need to be followed for restrictions, concentrations, timing, and non-target interactions.  Chemical control can be effective, but must be maintained for several years to exhaust the seed bank.
**2,4-D or dicamba at 1 lb/acre, and glyphosate at 1.5 lb. Ai/acre should provide adequate control.  Application of herbicides should be done selectively to avoid damage to non-target species.  The best time to treat myrtle spurge is during late fall.

Distribution:  Myrtle spurge is common in gardens in Asotin County.  There are three infestations along the Snake River and one on Asotin Creek Road.

ACNWCB Policy:  Myrtle spurge is mandated for eradication; 1) between the Snake River and the Snake River Road 2) between the Grande Ronde River and the Grande Ronde River Road 3) within 60 feet of Asotin Creek 4) in any area that is not an actively cultivated garden.  
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